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Vindolanda Texts 

• Roman Fort on 

Hadrian’s Wall, 

England 

• Texts from AD 92 

onwards 

• Two types 

– ink texts 

• Carbon ink on 

wood. 300 texts 

survive 

– stylus tablets 

• recessed centre 

filled with wax. 100 

texts 

 

 



 Close up - Tablet 1563 

Complex 

incisions 

Woodgrain 

Surface 

discolouration  

Warping 

Cracking 

Noisy image 

Palimpsest 

Long process 

 

 





Image processing: illumination correction 

Original image After illumination correction 



After woodgrain removal 

Image processing: woodgrain removal -1  

Original image 

With thanks to Dr Segolene Tarte, eSAD project, OeRC 



















1996 - 2008  





http://www.collective.co.uk/thrones/htm/index.htm 







http://wwwcdn.actian.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/data_icon1.png 







Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)  

•Jurist, philosopher, and legal and 

social reformer 

•Leading theorist in Anglo-American 

philosophy of law 

•Influenced the development of 

welfarism 

•Advocated utilitarianism  

•Animal rights,  

•Work on the “panopticon” 

 

•Not founder of UCL, but... 

•60,000 folios in UCL Sp. Collections 

•40,000 untranscribed 

•Auto-icon 
 







Baked apple pudding  
61/2 per peck.  
Apples 1 peck 3d  
peasemeal 12lb 1/2d  
malt dust 1/2 3/4d  
milk 1 quart 2d  
water - D0 -  
treacle — — — 1  
2 eggs — — 1  
labour - 1  
91/4  
 
Boil & mash  
the apples stir in the  
malt dust & treacle,  
press the mass into a  
pan; boil the meal,  
milk & water together  
till thick, add the eggs  
and the remainder of  
the treacle, pour the  
mixture over the  
apples & bake it —  
 

 

 

JB/107/110/002: transcribed by Chris Leeder and 
Melissa Rogers 



Benthamic apple pudding 



• An EC FP7-funded project, in the ICT for Learning and Access to 

Cultural Resources challenge 

 

• Project consortium 

 

• Universitat Politècnica de València – UPV (Spain) – lead institution 

• Universiy of Innsbruck (Austria) 

• National Center for Scientific Research “Demokritos” (Greece) 

• University College London (UK) 

• Institute for Dutch Lexicology (Netherlands) 

• University London Computer Centre (UK) 

 

• www.transcriptorium.eu (more information, and demonstrations of the 

HTR software) 

• @transcriptorium 

http://www.transcriptorium.eu/








1632, burnt in Guildhall Fire in 1786  



http://greatparchmentbook.wordpress.com/ - with thanks to Tim Weyrich and Kazim Pal 

http://greatparchmentbook.wordpress.com/
http://greatparchmentbook.wordpress.com/










Transmittance factors of 21 optical bandpass filters in the visible spectrum – with thanks to Lindsay Macdonald 































http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/about_us/history/shipping.aspx 























http://www.solarstorms.org/Spipeline.html 



http://www.seaha.org/ 
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